
Summary of Twitter discussions hosted by Croakey’s rotating curated account, 
@WePublicHealth, during the week of 9 September. 
 
A tag team previewed some of the key climate and health issues as part of Croakey's 
contribution to #CoveringClimateNow, a global media collaboration leading up to a summit 
in New York City on 23 September. 

Marie McInerney from Croakey 







 

As part of our commitment to #CoveringClimateNow, we will be running climate health 
coverage every day next week in the lead-up to the UN Climate Action Summit in New York 
on Sept. 23. Please let us know if you'd like to contribute https://croakey.org/join-us-in-
coveringclimatenow-an-ambitious-global-media-project/ 



 

Last week @amapresident announced it was stepping up its warnings on climate change, to 
recognise it as  a “health emergency” https://croakey.org/ama-declares-climate-change-a-
health-emergency/ - bringing it into line with @TheBMA & @AmerMedicalAssn  

You can check out the many stories on the climate emergency that we have covered at 
@CroakeyNews via this link https://croakey.org/category/global-health-and-climate-
change/climate-change/  

The climate crisis is a public health emergency. Please support our fund-raising via the 
Patreon platform so we can provide regular, in-depth coverage of climate and health – taking 
a local, national and global approach. https://patreon.com/croakey  



Will be tweeting out some of our past stories on the climate emergency: First up: ‘Past the 
time for politeness’: nurses urged to take action on climate and health 
https://croakey.org/past-the-time-for-politeness-nurses-urged-to-take-action-on-climate-and-
health/  

"If Flannery and the scores of scientists who share his view are right, we are sleepwalking 
toward disaster. " https://theconversation.com/journalism-is-failing-climate-change-we-can-
do-better-123017  

Issues for Aust media with #bushfires #floods: Linking individual weather events to climate 
change is always fraught. The difficulties of covering Hurricane Dorian 
https://cjr.org/the_media_today/hurricane_dorian_bahamas.php  



“We’re seeing a distortion of reality in the interests of providing balance.” The media and 
climate change: A perfect storm of miscommunication: Dr Mary Debrett  
https://latrobe.edu.au/big-fat-ideas/bold-thinking-social-conscience/the-media-on-climate-
change-a-perfect-storm-of-miscommunication  

 

How media around the world frame climate change news: Rich countries politicise the issue, 
while poor countries present climate change as international concern 
https://sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/08/190813130431.htm  



 

 

Dr Harry Jennens from Healthy Futurez 

Morning Twitterverse! Dr Harry Jennens here tweeting on behalf of @HealthyFuturez, 
#CoveringClimateNow. I'm a Melbourne-based doctor training to be a GP and also doing 
what I can to address the climate crisis. I co-founded Healthy Futures in 2015 

Healthy Futures is an affiliate group of @FoEAustralia comprising health professionals, 
students and community members taking action to address climate change and related threats 
to health. Check us out http://healthyfutures.net.au @healthyfuturez  



We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, that their sovereignty was never ceded 
and that if other Australians had looked after the land like they did we might never have been 
in this mess.  

 

We’re in a #ClimateEmergency which is also a health emergency @amapresident and 
@ama_media agree: https://ama.com.au/media/climate-change-health-emergency  



 

#RepowerHealth promotes and accelerates the uptake of solar power in health care. Check us 
out: http://repowerhealth.org.au  

#RepowerHealth catalyses health services to make the switch to renewables by providing up-
to-date info on renewable options and empowering healthcare workers to become leaders for 
sustainability in their workplaces. Check us out: http://repowerhealth.org.au  



The healthcare sector accounts for more than 7% of Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions. 
Hospitals are the largest emissions sources within this followed by pharmaceuticals. Let’s 
turn things around: http://repowerhealth.org.au  

 

Interested in solar but not sure where to start? We can help! 
https://repowerhealth.org.au/getsolar  

Check out some inspiring case studies of solar on Australian health services! 
https://repowerhealth.org.au/solarstories  

We've published a free solar guide and a poster for healthcare professionals to 
#RepowerHealth: https://repowerhealth.org.au/#resources  

In the run up to September 20th’s global #ClimateStrike we’ve been really stoked to see so 
many health professionals of all stripes come out in support of #Health and #Climate. It’s not 
too late to #ActOnClimate and #ProtectHealth! https://healthstrike4climate.com.au  



 

A lot of people don’t realise their super invests in #FossilFuels and #ClimateChange, so part 
of our work has been getting the word out like our action at The Royal Melbourne Hospital. 
Ask @HESTASuper and First State Super to divest: http://healthyfutures.net.au/divest  

Over 300 First State Super members have called on them to #divest from #fossilfuels but they 
still invest in @WoodsideEnergy @originenergy @SantosLtd @South_32 
#fiddlingwhileplanetburns members pls ask them to divest at 
http://healthyfutures.net.au/first_state_super @market_forces  

Over 400 @HESTASuper members have asked their fund to #ActOnClimate and 
#ProtectHealth by #divest ing from climate wreckers like @WoodsideEnergy but 



@HESTASuper haven't budged. Can you believe it? Send them a message: 
http://healthyfutures.net.au/hesta #CoveringClimateNow @market_forces 

 

A lot of people don’t realise their super invests in #FossilFuels and #ClimateChange, so part 
of our work has been getting the word out like our action at The Royal Melbourne Hospital. 
Ask @HESTASuper and @FirstStateSuper to divest: http://healthyfutures.net.au/divest  



 

 
Tweets by Melissa Sweet  
 
Here is a timely speech from  
@DrTedros ahead of the Climate Action Summit: https://who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-
director-general-urges-world-leaders-to-protect-health-from-climate-change 
 
The @WHO has a series of resources on health for the Climate Action Summit: 
https://who.int/globalchange/commit/en/ Govts are being urged to align their climate & air 
pollution policies: https://who.int/globalchange/commit/en/ 
 



Philanthropic orgs & private sector are also urged to step up their commitments at the 
Climate Action Summit, including through investing in "climate smart" healthcare facilities: 
https://who.int/globalchange/commit/flyer-SPD-coalition-at-WHA72.pdf?ua=1&ua=1…  
 
4 reasons to act on climate as a health issue: https://who.int/globalchange/commit/EN-health-
commitment1_National_and_local_governments.pdf?ua=1&ua=1 #CoveringClimateNow 
 
1. the energy pathways driving climate change already cause about 7 million deaths a year 
from air pollution  
 
2. proven, effective interventions exist both for climate-sensitive health impacts, and for 
providing low carbon, low air pollution energy sources 
 
3. health gains from simultaneously addressing climate change and air quality, and 
interventions such as early warning systems, and climate-resilient and environmentally 
sustainable health systems, would repay the cost of these investments  
 
4. healthcare is a significant, and growing emitter of greenhouse gases, now contributing 5-
10% of total carbon emissions in high-income countries, and growing around the world 
 
More about the rationale for addressing climate change and air pollution together: 
https://who.int/globalchange/commit/EN-health-
commitment2_finance_final.pdf?ua=1&ua=1 
 
These are high level policy discussions that can seem remote from people's day to day 
concerns about health. We need to be talking so much more about the health implications of 
climate change, especially at the local level, as well as nationally & globally  
 
Since then, we've learnt that  
@ScottMorrisonMP 
is not planning to attend the Summit despite being in the US at the time... 
https://theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/sep/12/scott-morrison-wont-attend-un-climate-
summit-despite-being-in-the-us 
Is anyone surprised?! 
 
Notwithstanding the lack of political leadership on climate in Oz, the Summit is an important 
opportunity for the health sector to engage more proactively in this space, both in Australia & 
globally.  
 
The #CoveringClimateNow initiative has been described as "one of the most ambitious 
efforts ever to organize the world’s media around a single coverage topic". 
It is an acknowledgement both of the magnitude of the #ClimateCrisis, as well as the 
generally crap job that we in the media have done in covering this profoundly important 
issue. 
 
I'm interested to hear others' thoughts on why the media has, as a sweeping generalisation, 
failed so dismally in this space #CoveringClimateNow. The notion of "false balance" is often 
cited; the BBC has warned its staff against falling into this trap: 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/sep/07/bbc-we-get-climate-change-
coverage-wrong-too-often 
 



But so many other factors are at play. Engaging w climate change means engaging w 
complexity. This is a real challenge to traditional media practices 
 
Traditional framing of climate change as an environmental issue has also constrained media 
coverage. For years, we should have been reporting it as a social, economic, health, justice, 
education, community, rights (and everything else) issue. 
 
We should have had teams of climate reporters putting an unrelenting focus not only on the 
scale of the problem, but on the solutions & the accountability for those solutions, & also 
empowering communities to drive the transformative changes needed 
 
The global crisis in public interest journalism has been another critical factor; at a time of 
profound disruption & contraction in journalism, our capacity for covering climate has been 
diminished  
 
On that note, a few stats from  
@acccgovau inquiry into digital platforms. From 2006 to 2016, the number of Australians in 
journalism-related occupations fell by 9 percent overall, and by 26 percent for traditional 
print journalists https://accc.gov.au/system/files/Digital%20platforms%20inquiry%20-
%20final%20report.pdf 
 
Data provided by media companies show number of journalists in traditional print media 
businesses fell by 20% from 2014 to 2018. This is at a time when Australia’s population and 
economy were growing strongly 
https://accc.gov.au/system/files/Digital%20platforms%20inquiry%20-
%20final%20report.pdf  
 
We could probably talk all night about the many ways that we in the media have contributed 
to climate policy failure.. before even getting to issues such as electoral reform, the power of 
fossil fuel industry & vested interests etc etc  
 
But we should also acknowledge the good work that has been done.  
@GilesParkinson 
& colleagues at  
@renew_economy 
deserve a special shoutout IMO, for their sustained & impt work: 
https://reneweconomy.com.au  
 



 
 
A hugely important report on healthcare's global climate footprint has been released this 
week by Health Care Without Harm: https://noharm-global.org/sites/default/files/documents-
files/5961/HealthCaresClimateFootprint_090619.pdf 
 
If you work in health - whether as a health minister (cough, cough  
@GregHuntMP), or in practice/policy/research/advocacy/community, if you use health 
services, then this is impt reading. We all need to engage & take responsibility  
 
While we've known about the climate footprint of different countries, this report is impt in 
providing global perspectives & comparisons (we in Australia should be blushing furiously at 
the size of our sector's footprint!)  
 
Check out how climate footprint of Australian healthcare compares globally, as presented in 
various formats #CoveringClimateNow We are world-leaders, & not in a good way.... 



 



 
The report notes: Health care, a sector whose mission is to “first, do no harm” and to heal, 
has a significant climate footprint and makes a major contribution to the climate crisis, which 
is quickly evolving into a global health emergency. 
 



Some other headline findings: healthcare's global climate footprint is equivalent to 4.4% of 
global net emissions. If health care were a country, it would be 5th largest emitter on the 
planet. 
 
Healthcare’s climate footprint is smaller than that of China, the US, India & Russia but larger 
than Japan’s & Brazil’s. Global healthcare climate footprint is equivalent to the greenhouse 
gas emissions from 514 coal-fired power plants.  
 
More than half of health sector’s footprint is attributable to energy use. Other significant 
contributors: agriculture (9% including catering at health facilities, growing cotton for 
surgical gowns etc), pharmaceuticals, chemicals, transport waste treatment  
 
The climate footprint of anaesthetic gases & metered dose inhalers also receive special 
attention in the report: https://noharm-global.org/sites/default/files/documents-
files/5961/HealthCaresClimateFootprint_090619.pdf  
 
It also considers the wide-ranging health impacts inc linkages with #SDOH: "Climate change 
could drag more than 100 million people back into extreme poverty by 2030 with much of 
this reversal attributable to negative impacts on health" 
 
The report says: "Health care must respond to the growing climate emergency not only by 
treating those made ill, injured, or dying from the climate crisis and its causes, but also by 
practicing primary prevention and radically reducing its own emissions" 
 
As  
@DrTedros 
says: "Places of healing should be leading the way, not contributing to the burden of disease." 
https://noharm-uscanada.org/ClimateFootprintReport 
 
I also recommend taking 13 minutes to listen to this  
@NEJM 
podcast w emergency physician Dr Renee N. Salas, who stresses the importance of the health 
sector tackling the #ClimateEmergency on multiple fronts https://nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.105 
 
Also recommend this clip featuring different disciplinary perspectives, via  
@MonashUni 
: https://lens.monash.edu/@medicine-health/2019/07/15/1375572/preparing-the-health-
sector-for-the-global-climate-
emergency?fbclid=IwAR3o5dUwXCdzBiCPaxohIoHwjktG4ILldvF7V14ZR2MkXelE7W2je
gExlMU #CoveringClimateNow 
 
*** 
 
Tweets by Dr Arnagretta Hunter, a cardiologist and member of DEA 
 
#ClimateChange is the major health threat in #australia and internationally. It demands our 
attention and action today. 
 
So here are a few things we might like to discuss. #Solastalgia. #trees. #auspol #drought and 
#farmershealth #ideasforchange 
 



 
So how prepared is your community for summer and the #heat?  
 
#Action is the best antidote to #ClimateAnxiety 
 
Farmers’ mental health really suffers during the #drought. How can we help them through 
what looks like a serious threat to their work, future and identity?  
 
Kidneys & extreme heat: a #climate consequence … Nephrologist A/Prof Katherine 
Barraclough from @DocsEnvAus writes #openaccess in InSight+ … "Dialysis patients ... 
most vulnerable because of reliance on functioning health services for dialysis" 
https://insightplus.mja.com.au/2019/35/kidney 
 
Imagine if we paid #drought stressed farmers to transition to #regenerative agricultural 
practice, capturing carbon and improving capability of the farm to cope? 
 
The Australia Institute Climate of the Nation survey 2019. More concern about climate 
change (81%). More demand for renewables and 64% want a 2050 net-zero emissions target. 
Also 62% want a fossil fuel levy to fund climate adaptation.  
@RichieMerzian 
 
https://www.tai.org.au/content/climate-nation-climate-change-concern-hits-81 
 
Join us Mon as we deliver thousands of pledges to protect #children from #ClimateChange to  
@GregHuntMP, Canberra!  
 
https://www.dea.org.au/media-alert-nbspdea-to-deliver-pledges-to-protect-children-from-
climate-change-to-health-minister-greg-huntnbsp/ 
 
And here is how the  
@ChicagoRevBooks 
will contribute to #CoveringClimateNow https://chireviewofbooks.com/2019/09/09/the-
chicago-review-of-books-commits-to-covering-climate-now/ 
 
#ClimateChange isn't something you 'believe in' its a #fact. Most of us are under informed, 
particularly to the life-changing and life-threatening risks. Greta is amazing. 
#ClimateActionNow  



@ScottMorrisonMP 
@GregHuntMP 
@DocsEnvAus 
Climate activist @GretaThunberg on the #1 thing people can do to help mitigate climate 
change. Extended interview: https://on.cc.com/34FXXrp 
 
Talked to a 'soils' person today in Canberra. One useful approach to improve mental health in 
regional areas is #ClimateActionNow. Imagine how many people could be employed 
working on soil regeneration?  
 
Supporting our regional and agricultural friends with employment in regenerative agriculture 
is an effective response to both #depression and #climatechange and an appropriate response 
to #drought Should help all involved. 
 
What's obvious is we must stop pretending this isn't happening. We must address the fears 
and develop effective responses. Without it the #health and #wellbeing of #rural and 
#regional communities will continue to deteriorate 
 
Have you ever wondered about the #CarbonCost of #Overdiagnosis and 
#LowValueHealthcare? Me too. Is there any research out there?  
 
#drought #water #heat #fires. Perfect storm ingredients for a #healthcrisis coming together 
across Australia right now. Are we prepared? 
 
Hospitals across regional NSW need to consider their water needs and water use. Clinical 
activities that have high water needs should be diverted to sites with water. Is this in place? 
 
We can’t just continue with a ‘business as usual’ model when the #climate forecasts are bad. 
We need to ask our #scientist to help us plan for quite sure scenarios. And this planning 
needs to be done now. 
 
Does your town have a #heatplan ? Does your town have a plan for #hospital response to 
long term #water restrictions? Let’s compare notes and work together on solutions. We’re 
better to tackle this challenge as an Australian team than on our own.  
 
 



 
 


